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FREDERICK COUNTY LIQUOR BOARD 
Public Meeting Minutes 

Monday December 12, 2022 
 

 Those Present: Ms. Joan Aquilino, Chair 
  Mr. Chris Glass, Board Member 
  Ms. Catherine Keller, Assistant County Attorney 
 Mr. Bob Shrum, Alcoholic Beverage Inspector 
 Mr. Robert Lind, Alcoholic Beverage Inspector 
 Mrs. Dawn Shugars, Director 
 Mrs. Ashley Kneessi Gay, Administrative Coordinator 
 Mrs. Candace Sier, Administrative Specialist II 
 Mrs. Tabitha Vanleeuwen, Administrative Specialist II 
 Mrs. Trisha Lawson, Administrative Specialist II 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
A Public Meeting was held virtually and called to order at 8:30am by the Chair, Joan Aquilino.  
Introductions and Board overview was shared by Chair, Joan Aquilino.  Ashley Kneessi-Gay swore in 
all participants for today’s hearing.   
 

1. Adopt November 14, 2022, Hearing and Alcohol Forum minutes  

 MOTION:  Chair Aquilino made a motion to adopt the November 14, 2022, Hearing 
and Alcohol Forum minutes. 

 SECOND:   Commissioner Glass second the motion. 
 
 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 
 
 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 
 
The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 
 

2. NEW 

 
a. Application # 258676                                                                                                                     DECISION 

 Hero’s 
 Christopher Hernandez 
 For the use of Cristo’s Kitchen, LLC 
 Class B, On Sale, Beer, Wine, and Liquor License 

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval for Hero’s 

until February 28, 2023. Pending all rules, regulations and laws of the State, 
County, municipalities, and Liquor Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 
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 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 

 
The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 
 

b. Application #260588                                                                                                                  DECISION 

 South Mountain Creamery Ice Cream & Pizza 
 Anthony Brusco 
 For the use of South Mountain Kitchen LLC 
 Class B, On Sale, Beer, Wine, and Liquor License 

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval for South 

Mountain Creamery Ice Cream & Pizza until February 28, 2023. Pending all 
rules, regulations and laws of the State, County, municipalities, and Liquor 
Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 

 
The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 
 

c. Application #260593                                                                                                                 DECISION 

 Boxcar Burgers 
 Brett Novick 
 For the use of Boxcar Food Group, LLC 
 Class B, On Sale, Beer & Wine License 

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval for Boxcar 

Burgers until February 28, 2023. Pending all rules, regulations and laws of 
the State, County, municipalities, and Liquor Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 

 
The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 

 
 
 

3. TRANSFER 
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a. Application #260592                                                                                                                    DECISION 

 Ceresville Mansion 
 Alena Kantsavenka and Pavel Kantsavenka  
 For the use of Ceresville Mansion Inc 
                                                  Transfer from: Judith Hoagland, Philip Hoagland, and Kathleen Moreland  
 For the use of Ceresville Associates Inc 
 Class B, On Sale, Beer, Wine, and Liquor License 
 
 

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval Ceresville 

Mansion until February 28, 2023. Pending all rules, regulations and laws of 
the State, County, municipalities, and Liquor Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 
 

The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 

 
b. Application #258580                                                                                                                    DECISION 

 Hi-Way Liquors 
 Thomas Hoeflich and Robert Smith Jr. 
 For the use of Smith Management Consulting, Inc 
 Transfer From: Robert Smith and Carol Smith 
 For use of Smith Management Consulting Inc. 
 Class A, Off Sale, Beer, Wine, and Liquor License 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval for Hi-Way 

Liquors until February 28, 2023. Pending all rules, regulations and laws of 
the State, County, municipalities, and Liquor Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 

 
The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 
 

c. Application #260601                                                                                                                    DECISION 

 Dempsey’s Grille of Middletown 
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 Leonard Peltier and Igor Peltier 
 For the use Dempsey’s Grille of Middletown, LLC 
                                                   Transfer from: Michael Cook and Cybele Cook 
 For the use of Dempsey’s Grille & Caterer’s, LLC 
 Class B, On Sale, Beer, Wine, and Liquor License 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Glass made a motion for conditional approval Dempsey’s 

Grille of Middletown until February 28, 2023. Pending all rules, regulations 
and laws of the State, County, municipalities, and Liquor Board are met. 

 SECOND:   Chair Aquilino second the motion. 

 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 
 

The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 
 

4. STAFF MEETING 
 

a. Staffing Update:  
i. Director Shugars gave a brief update on staffing to the Board that we have a new 

team member named Trisha Lawson.  
 

b. Inspection Initiative Update  
i. ABLE Training- The Liquor Board would like to have the ABLE training as part of 

the application process, applicants will not be able to go to hearing until they have 
completed the ABLE training. The goal is to have this ready starting in February, 
with the inspectors and the staff having the ability to do the training.  

ii. 30-day inspections- The inspectors have started to go out and follow up with new 
applicants after 30 days to see if they have any issues or questions, or anything we 
can help them with.  

iii. SAS Training- The Liquor Board has expanded the instructor role to Tabitha, 
Candace and Ashley to begin teaching the alcohol awareness classes. The Liquor 
Board has trained over 2000 people since last year. There are certain criteria that 
needs to be met per our grant funding, therefore we have expanded the role to other 
staff to offer more classes. 

 
c. Legislation Update- Director Shugars spoke in front of the Delegation on December 3, 2022. She 

is waiting to hear back from them as to when their hearings will be from the Health Department. 
i. Chair Aquilino suggested to not have a public hearing in December due to closures 

and the holidays. Director Shugars made the Board aware that they would have a 
Amend their rules of procedure in the January 2023 hearings.  

d. General comment from Inspector Robert Lind- Inspector Lind would like to give a brief report on 
Thanksgiving Eve, every year there is a taskforce called the Frederick Nighttime Economy 
Taskforce (NET) that visits downtown Frederick businesses. They met at Winchester Hall at 
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9:00pm and conducted inspections of downtown businesses, on that night they only had a few 
businesses that were a little overcrowded. The businesses were advised of the capacity limits, and 
they adjusted by starting a 1 in 1 out system. There was one establishment that had an unruly 
patron, and they were escorted out by security, other than that no violations of the alcoholic 
beverage laws were observed.  

e. General Public comment- Tom Seymour- Requested to withdraw the request to extend the 
conditional approval, he does not feel now that he will need the additional 3 months as previously 
requested. He feels that everything will be completed within the week, if not he will reach out to 
us and let us know by Friday.     

 
5. ADJOURN 

 
 MOTION:  Chair Aquilino made a motion to adjourn 

 SECOND:   Commissioner Glass second the motion. 

 FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION:  There was no further discussion. 

 VOTE: Commissioner Glass – Aye  
 Chair Aquilino –Aye 
 

The vote was unanimous Ayes 2, Nay-0 
(Motion passed) 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 10:00am  
 
  Respectfully submitted,  
 Candace Sier, Administrative Specialist II 
 FREDERICK COUNTY LIQUOR BOARD 


